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416 Hopkins, Note on Professor Toy's Article, etc. [1905. 



Note on Professor Toy's Article on Message-Sacrifices, p. 137 
(above), by E. W. H. 

It did not occur to me when Professor Toy's article was 
going through the press that some of the best illustrations of 
ambassadorial sacrifice are to be found in West Africa. Among 
the Ashantees, for example, a ' messenger ' is sent to the spirit 
world as a sort of herald or announcer of the feast of first fruits, 
without special commission. Among the Bantama, however, at 
a similar festival, the message was given to the king's fathers at 
length and with great care, and (in the case under notice), the 
postscript was added by means of a second messenger. See 
Macdonald, Religion and Myth, p. 77. Prof. Toy's concluding 
remark, that "a message supposes high gods — the ambassado- 
rial sacrifice is found only ... in a relatively advanced religious 
stage," seems to imply a denial of the fact that the message may 
be sent to ancestors ; but I presume the ' heft of the remark ' is 
in the word ' sacrifice,' as the author recognizes messages to the 
deceased on p. 144. 



